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The survival of the state was crucially dependent on economic and financial innovation. According to Israel, the Dutch Republic was the only true worldentrepôt in the early modern period, dominating both the bulk and the rich trades. This exceptional achievement was not just based on the vast capacity of the Dutch shipping industry, the extensive financial facilities and the high productivity of the farming and manufacturing sectors, but also on the crucial role of the Dutch state in promoting and protecting industry and trade. 
Techniques of information management
The digital revolution has made information flows in times past a burgeoning field of inquiry. Currently, there are at least three international, crossdisciplinary e-humanities projects mapping scholarly networks in early modern Europe. Not surprisingly, these projects confirm that the Dutch Republic formed a nexus of intellectual exchange.
3 Historians of science and historians of the book have long been aware of its pivotal role in the production and circulation of knowledge in early modern Europe. Peter
Burke examines its role as a major center of translations between European languages in Lost (and Found) recensie-artikel -review article
